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By this Public Notice, the Wireline Competition Bureau (WCB) of the Federal Communications 
Commission (Commission) announces that a Request for Information (RFI) was issued today, October 
14, 2011 to obtain information, request input, and allow potential vendors to pre-qualify to bid for the 
contract that will develop and manage local number portability (LNP) database platforms and services in 
the United States beginning in 2015.

The North American Portability Management LLC’s (NAPM LLC) Future of Number Portability 
Administration Center Subcommittee (FoNPAC), in consultation with the North American Numbering 
Council (NANC), is developing a Request for Proposals (RFP) for local number portability database 
platforms and services in the seven United States NPAC regions.  In preparation for the RFP, the NAPM 
LLC, in consultation with the NANC, has issued a RFI to obtain information, request input, and allow 
potential vendors to pre-qualify to bid for the contract.  The RFP is scheduled to be issued in 2012, with 
vendor selection, contract execution, platform testing, and system deployment to be completed prior to 
system launch in June 2015.  

Number portability promotes competition among telecommunications service providers by 
allowing customers to respond to price and service changes without changing their telephone numbers.  
Therefore, the Local Number Portability Administrator (LNPA) is important in ensuring equal and 
efficient access to the LNP database platforms and services for all carriers.  The Commission encourages 
full competition in the RFP process and issues this Public Notice to ensure that interested parties are 
aware of the process.  

The NAPM LLC provides oversight and management of the LNPA at the direction of the 
Commission.  The NANC is a Federal Advisory Committee created to advise the Commission on 
numbering issues.  On March 8, 2011, the Wireline Competition Bureau (Bureau) issued an Order and 
Request for Comment that: (1) delegated authority to the NANC, working in consultation with the NAPM 
LLC, to implement a process for selecting the next LNPA(s); (2) directed the NANC to recommend to the 
Commission the next LNPA(s); and (3) outlined the Bureau’s role in overseeing the LNPA selection 



process.1 On May 16, 2011, the Bureau detailed the procedures that the NANC and the NAPM LLC must 
follow in the LNPA selection process, and further outlined the Bureau’s role in overseeing the process.2

The RFP will provide the specifications and terms for the development of a next-generation 
Number Portability Administration Center/Service Management System (NPAC/SMS).  The NPAC/SMS 
consists of hardware and software platform(s) that host a national information database and serves as the 
central coordination point of LNP activity.  Currently, Neustar, Inc. is responsible for maintaining, 
administering, and operating the NPAC/SMS, under a contract with the NAPM LLC to perform duties as 
the LNPA.  

Interested parties may access the RFI electronically using the Iasta SmartSource SRM®

application.  They may request login credentials for access to the Iasta SmartSource SRM® beginning 
October 14, 2011, on the NAPM LLC website (www.napmllc.org) by selecting the RFI/RFP tab.  Also as 
of October 14, 2011, interested parties may access the RFI and submit responses via the Iasta 
SmartSource SRM® application. RFI responses are due on or before November 23, 2011

The Commission will issue a Public Notice when the RFP is released. 

For further information, contact Marilyn Jones, Competition Policy Division, Wireline 
Competition Bureau at (202) 418-2357, or Sanford Williams, Competition Policy Division, Wireline 
Competition Bureau at (202) 418-1508, TTY (202) 418-0484.
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